
NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE 

NEV ADA BOARD OF WILDLIFE COMMISSIONERS 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ACT UPON A REGULATION 

Notice of Hearing for the Adoption of Regulations of the 
Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners 

LCB File No. R162-22-Commission General Regulation 500 

The Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners wil1 hold a public hearing at 8:30 a.m. on May 4, 2024 

at the Washoe County Administrative Complex, Building A, Commission Chambers, 1001 E. Ninth 

Street, Reno, NV 89512. The purpose of the hearingis to receive comments from all interested persons 

regarding the adoption of regulations that pertain to Chapter 502 of the Nevada Administrative Code. A 

Zoom link is provided below for those individuals that are unable to attend in person. 

I/you wish to make public comment, please use this link/or Friday, May 3, 2024: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/895172287207pwd;:::QldwTIM0cjlKVj6oQncleiM3VUY3UT09 
Passcode: 624875 

If you wish to make public comment, please use this link for Saturday, May 4, 2024: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83186611342?pwd=d3o5cnlBOExHZ0SSdTNQWDUSd0xjdz09 

Passcode: 428479 

The following information is provided pursuant to the requirements ofNRS 233B.0603: 

1. The need for and the purpose of the proposed regulation or amendment:
There is currently no regulation to carryout the provisions ofNRS 278.337.

2. Either the terms or the substance of the regulations to be adopted, amended or
repealed, or a description of the subjects and issues involved:
Establishment of a mechanism to carry out subdivision review will aid in providing
wildlife resource review to make more informed subdivision planning and decisions to
help avoid, minimize, or mitigate adverse impacts to Nevada's wildlife. This regulation
will also adopt a fee structure into NAC.

3. The estimated economic effect of the regulation on the business which it is to
regulate and on the public. These must be stated separately and in each case
must include:

(a) Both adverse and beneficial effects on businesses; and
The regulation will not have any significant adverse or beneficial economic effects
on businesses.

(b) Both immediate and long-term effects on businesses:
There will be no immediate or long-term economic effects from the proposed
regulation on small businesses because it does not regulate the operation of any
small business.
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PROPOSED REGULATION OF THE 

BOARD OF WILDLIFE COMMISSIONERS 

LCB File No. R162-22 

August 23, 2022 

EXPLANATION – Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [omitted material] is material to be omitted. Recommendations from public meeting. 

AUTHORITY: §§ 1-7, NRS 278.335; § 8, NRS 278.335 and 278.337. 

A REGULATION relating to land use planning; defining certain terms relating to the review of a 
tentative map of a subdivision of land; interpreting certain terms for the purpose of the 
review of a tentative map by the Department of Wildlife; requiring that certain 
information be submitted to the Department for the review of a tentative map; 
providing that the Department will provide written comments on a tentative map; 
establishing certain fees for the review of a tentative map; and providing other matters 
properly relating thereto. 

Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 
Existing law sets forth an approval process for a subdivision of land that requires the 

subdivider of the land to submit a tentative map to the planning commission or governing body 
of a county or city, as applicable. (NRS 278.330) Existing law also: (1) requires the tentative 
map to be forwarded to certain state agencies and local governments for review, which includes, 
with certain exceptions, the Department of Wildlife; and (2) authorizes the Board of Wildlife 
Commissioners to establish reasonable fees for the review of a tentative map. (NRS 278.335, 
278.337) This regulation sets forth certain procedures and requirements for the review of a 
tentative map by the Department. 

Sections 3 and 4 of this regulation define certain terms relating to the review of a 
tentative map. 

Under existing law, a tentative map is not required to be forwarded to the Department if 
the proposed subdivision is infill development which is proposed on a vacant or substantially 
vacant tract of land that is surrounded by land that is already developed. (NRS 278.335) Section 
5 of this regulation sets forth the interpretation by the Department of the terms “infill 
development,” “substantially vacant” and “vacant” for the purposes of this exception. 

Section 6 of this regulation requires a developer to submit to the Department a tentative 
map, a review form and the fee required for the review of a tentative map. Section 6 also sets 
forth the information that must be included on the review form submitted to the Department. 

Section 7 of this regulation provides that the Department will provide written comments 
on the tentative map and review form which may include methods to avoid or minimize impacts 
to wildlife, mitigation measures, best management practices or required design features. 

Recommendations from 
public meeting Jan 2024 
and LCB Apr 2024 
NBWC Adopted March 
2024 and comments 
from LCB (April 2024)
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Section 8 of this regulation sets forth the fees charged by the Department for the review 
of a tentative map, which are: (1) $250 for the initial review of the tentative map plus an 
additional $5 for each acre shown on the map; and (2) $5 per acre shown on the tentative map for 
any subsequent review of modifications to the map. 

Section 1. Chapter 278 of NAC is hereby amended by adding thereto the provisions set 

forth as sections 2 to 8, inclusive, of this regulation. 

Sec. 2. As used in sections 2 to 8, inclusive, of this regulation, unless the context 

otherwise requires, the words and terms defined in sections 3 and 4 of this regulation have the 

meanings ascribed to them in those sections. 

Sec. 3. “Subdivision” has the meaning ascribed to it in NRS 278.320. 

Sec. 4. “Tentative map” has the meaning ascribed to it in NRS 278.019. 

Sec. 5. As used in NRS 278.335, the Department of Wildlife interprets the term: 

1. “Infill development” to mean the process of developing vacant or underutilized tracts

of land in areas that are already developed. 

2. “Substantially vacant” to mean a subdivision of land in which not less than at least 75

percent of the land is vacant. 

3. “Vacant” to mean a subdivision of land in which the land:

(a) Is not occupied or used; and

(b) Has not been developed or disturbed; and

(c) Does not have any forage, cover, nesting habitat or any other value necessary for

wildlife. 

Sec. 6. 1. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 7 paragraph (d) of subsection 1 

of NRS 278.335, for each tentative map or a modification to a tentative map submitted 

pursuant to NRS 278.335, a developer shall submit to the Department of Wildlife for review 

in printed or electronic form: 
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(a) The tentative map;

(b) The review form prescribed by the Department of Wildlife; and

(c) The fee required pursuant to section 8 of this regulation.

2. The review form required pursuant to subsection 1 must include, without limitation:

(a) A map that shows:

(1) The topographic features of the subdivision, including, without limitation, the

topographic features of the vicinity of the subdivision; and 

(2) The location of the proposed subdivision relative to the nearest city, major highway,

cross streets and any other easily identifiable landmarks; 

(b) The expected general timeline of the development of the subdivision;

(c) The size of the subdivision indicated in acres, including planned open space(s);

(d) A statement of the type of water system to be used in the subdivision and the water

source, which may include, without limitation, private wells or a public water system; 

(e) A map of the 100-year floodplain for the location of the subdivision, which must have

been prepared using recognized methods of preparing a map by a governmental agency 

responsible for the areas subject to flooding; 

(f) A description of the subdivision by 40-acre legal subdivisions within a designated

section, township and range or any other legal description which provides a positive 

identification of the location of the subdivision; 

(g) The names, addresses, phone numbers and any other contact information of all

developers of the subdivision; and 

(h) A description of expected or planned master plan showing the location of future

development and the intended use of all the land under the ownership or control of the 

developers in the vicinity of the subdivision. 
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3. All items and information required pursuant to subsections 1 and 2 must be submitted

to the Department of Wildlife within 5 business days after the tentative map is submitted to the 

planning commission, or its designated representative, or the clerk of the governing body 

pursuant to NRS 278.330. If any item or information required pursuant to subsections 1 and 2 

are missing, the Department of Wildlife will provide written notice to the developer which 

identifies the specific item or information that is missing. 

4. A developer may submit a tentative map to the Department of Wildlife before

submitting the tentative map to the planning commission or governing body to be pre-

reviewed by the Department of Wildlife for any potential wildlife issues. If a developer 

submits a tentative map pursuant to this subsection, he or she must still submit the tentative 

map, information and fees required in accordance with section 8. 

5. The Department of Wildlife will make the review form required pursuant to subsection

1 available on the Internet website of the Department of Wildlife. 

6. A developer or other interested party may request wildlife information from the

Department of Wildlife before submitting any information required by this section. 

NEW 7 .  A developer shall be exempt from the requirements of this section if a 

planning commission or its designated representative, or if there is no planning 

commission, the clerk or other designated representative of a governing body does not 

submit the tentative map to the Department of Wildlife pursuant to NRS 278.335(1)(d). 

NEW 7. The provisions of this section do not apply to a tentative map that is not 

required to be forwarded to the Department pursuant to subparagraph (1) or (2) of 

paragraph (d) of subsection 1 of NRS 278.335. 

Sec. 7. The Department of Wildlife will provide written comments on a tentative map and 

review form submitted pursuant to section 6 of this regulation by the deadline set forth in 
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subsection 5 of NRS 278.335. The comments provided by the Department of Wildlife may 

include, without limitation: 

1. Methods to avoid or minimize impacts to wildlife; 
 

2. Recommendations on mitigation measures; or 
 

3. Best management practices or required design features. 
 

Sec. 8. 1. The Department of Wildlife will charge the following fees for the review of a 

tentative map: 

(a) For the review of a tentative map, $250 plus an additional fee of $5 for each acre 

shown on the tentative map; and 

(b) For the review of any modifications to a tentative map that was previously submitted to 

the Department of Wildlife, $5 for each acre not previously shown reviewed or disclosed, 

acres outside of previously submitted areas, newly depicted, on the modified tentative map. 

2. Any fee required pursuant to subsection 1 must be paid at the same time the developer 

submits the tentative map and review form to the Department of Wildlife pursuant to section 6 

of this regulation. 

3. For the purposes of the section, acres subject to fee include only those acres that will be 

disturbed during development and not those that are reserved in the tentative map for open 

space.  
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PROPOSED REGULATION OF 

THE BOARD OF WILDLIFE COMMISSIONERS 

LCB File No. R014-24 

March 11, 2024 

EXPLANATION – Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [omitted material] is material to be omitted. 

Department 
proposed changes 
to LCB Draft 
March 2024 

AUTHORITY: § 1, NRS 501.105, 501.181, 502.103 and 502.104. 

A REGULATION relating to wildlife; establishing certain exclusions relating to the deferral of 
the use of a tag under extenuating circumstances; revising certain provisions relating to 
the time within which a tag may be returned or deferred under certain extenuating 
circumstances; and providing other matters properly relating thereto. 

Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 
Existing law requires, with certain exceptions, a person who hunts any wildlife in this 

State to first obtain a license and, if he or she wishes to hunt certain designated big game 
mammals, to first obtain an additional license known as a big game tag. (NRS 502.010, 502.130) 
Existing law authorizes the Board of Wildlife Commissioners to establish a program whereby a 
holder of a tag may transfer, return or defer the use of his or her tag in the event of an 
extenuating circumstance. (NRS 502.103) This regulation prohibits a holder of a tag from 
deferring the use of a tag awarded under certain provisions of existing regulations. Existing 
regulations establish that the use of a tag may be deferred if certain extenuating circumstances 
occur before the hunting hours begin on the opening day of the season for which the tag was 
issued. (Section 1 of LCB File No. R022-19) This regulation further sets forth that use of the tag 
may be deferred if certain extenuating circumstances occur after the last day that the holder is 
entitled to return the tag but before hunting hours begin on the opening day of the season for 
which the tag was issued. 

Section 1. Section 1 of LCB File No. R022-19 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

1. [A] Except as otherwise provided in subsection 2, a holder of a tag may claim an

extenuating circumstance and request to transfer the tag, return the tag for the restoration of 

bonus points or defer the use of the tag pursuant to NRS 502.103 only in accordance with the 

requirements of this section. 
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2. A holder of a tag may not defer the use of a tag awarded:

(a) From the alternate list generated pursuant to NAC 502.421;

(b) To an eligible hunter who applied electronically for any remaining tags after tags have

been issued for a season pursuant to NAC 502.4215; 

(c) Through the issuance of special incentive elk tags pursuant to NAC 502.42253 to

502.42283, inclusive; 

(d) From the drawing for restricted nonresident deer tags pursuant to NAC 502.423 to

502.4238, inclusive; 

(e) Through the issuance of damage compensation tags pursuant to NAC 502.424 to

502.4268, inclusive; 

(f) Through a Dream Tag raffle pursuant to NAC 502.4269 to 502.42696, inclusive;

(g) Through the Partnership in Wildlife Drawing pursuant to NAC 502.4273 to 502.429,

inclusive; or 

(h) Through the Silver State Tag Drawing, auctions or other sealed bids conducted pursuant to NRS

501.3575 and 502.250 NAC 502.4291 to 502.4298, inclusive. 

(i) If there is no identically matching open season the following year, in this circumstance, the tag

will be returned, and bonus points restored. 

[2.] 3. A person who applies for a big game tag may designate a beneficiary of the tag. 

Upon the death of the holder of the tag, if the designated beneficiary provides a death certificate 

to the Department, the designated beneficiary will be treated as if he or she were awarded the tag 

pursuant to subsection [6.] 7. The designated beneficiary may: 

(a) Use the tag if he or she is otherwise eligible to hunt a big game mammal in this State,

subject to any applicable waiting period, as long as the person has not been suspended by the 

Department from using a tag; 
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(b) Transfer the tag to a qualified organization approved by the Department pursuant to 

subsection [10;] 11; or 

(c) Return the tag to the Department. 
 

[3.] 4. If the holder of a tag is diagnosed as terminally ill after the tag has been awarded  

before hunting hours begin on the opening day of the season for which the tag was issued, the  

holder of the tag may claim an extenuating circumstance and request to transfer the tag to another  

person who is otherwise eligible to hunt a big game mammal in this State. A tag holder may  

claim an extenuating circumstance any time after the tag has been awarded and choose to  

transfer their tag to a qualifying organization. All transfer requests must be received by the  

Department no later than 5 business days prior to the hunt season.  

[4.] 5. Except as otherwise provided in [subsection 8,] subsections 2 and 9, the Department 
 
shall allow the holder of a tag to return the tag to the Department pursuant to NAC 502.422, for 

the restoration of any bonus points that he or she used to obtain the tag or defer the use of the tag 

to the next year’s applicable hunting season, if any exist, and if any of the following extenuating 

circumstances occur after the last day that the holder is entitled to return the tag pursuant to 

NAC 502.422 but before the hunting hours begin on the opening day of the season for which the 

tag was issued: 

(a) The death of a family member of the holder of the tag, as verified by a certificate of death; 
 

(b) The holder of the tag or a family member of the holder incurs a severe and unanticipated 

injury or illness which prevents the holder from hunting during the season for which the tag was 

issued, as verified in writing by a physician; or 

(c) The holder of the tag is serving in the Armed Forces of the United States and is 

transferred to a location which makes it impracticable for the holder to hunt in the area for which 

the tag was issued, as verified by a copy of his or her orders or other proof satisfactory to the 
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Department. 

[5.] 6. If the holder of the tag claims an extenuating circumstance as described in 
 
subsections [3] 4 and [4,] 5, he or she must: 

(a) Return the tag to the Department not later than 14 business days after the opening day of 

the season for which the tag was issued; 

(b) Attest that he or she did not hunt on the tag; and 
 

(c) Submit evidence to the Department of the extenuating circumstance. In the case of the 

death of a family member, if the holder of the tag has not received a death certificate for the 

deceased person within the 14 business days required to return the tag to the Department 

pursuant to paragraph (a), the death certificate may be submitted to the Department at such time 

as the holder of the tag receives a copy of the death certificate. 

[6.] 7. If a tag is transferred to another person or qualifying organization pursuant to this 
 
section, both the original holder of the tag and the new recipient of the tag will be treated as if he 

or she drew the tag with respect to any applicable waiting periods and bonus points. 

[7.] 8. The Department shall process the transfer, return or deferral within 5 business days 
 
after receiving the tag. 

[8.] 9. The provisions of this section do not apply to the holder of a tag who is serving in 
 
the Armed Forces of the United States if he or she defers the use of a tag pursuant to NAC 

502.336. 

[9.] 10. The tag transfer program is hereby established. An organization that wishes to 
 
participate in the tag transfer program must submit an application to the Department between 

September 1 and October 31 of each year for participation in the hunting season for the 

following year. An application submitted by an organization must demonstrate that the 

organization is a qualified organization, as that term is defined in NRS 502.104, and further 
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demonstrate: 

(a) The ability of the organization to cooperate with a licensed master guide, licensed 

subguide or otherwise qualified person to safely guide or mentor persons who are eligible to 

receive a transferred tag pursuant to this section; 

(b) The number of persons represented out of each category described in subparagraphs (1) 

and (2) of paragraph (b) of subsection 3 of NRS 502.104, who are eligible to receive a 

transferred tag pursuant to this section, including, without limitation, the following information: 

(1) The first and last name of each person; 
 

(2) The date of birth of each person; and 
 

(3) The client number, as defined in NAC 502.029, of each person; and 
 

(c) That no monetary trade or exchange of goods will be taken or given by the organization, a 

person or family member of a person represented by a qualifying organization or a person 

wishing to transfer his or her tag. 

[10.] 11. If an application submitted pursuant to subsection [9] 10 is approved, the 

Department shall notify the organization of the approval. Such approval authorizes the qualified 

organization to participate in the tag transfer program for 1 calendar year beginning on January 1 

and ending on the last day of that year’s concurrent hunting seasons. 

[11.] 12. At the request of the holder of a tag, the Department shall provide a tag transfer 
 
request form and list of qualified organizations to the holder for submission to the Department 

designating the qualified organization that will receive the tag. 

[12.] 13. If a qualified organization fails to meet the requirements set forth in subsection 
 
[9,] 10, the Department shall revoke the authorization of the organization to participate in the tag 

 
transfer program for the remainder of the current year’s hunting season. 
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[13.] 14. The Department shall update the Commission on all tags that are transferred, 

returned or deferred pursuant to this section. 
 

[14.] 15. As used in this section: 
 

(a) “Family member” has the meaning ascribed to it in NRS 502.103. 
 

(b) “Tag transfer program” means the program established by this section pursuant to NRS 

502.104. 

(c) “Terminally ill” has the meaning ascribed to it in NRS 449A.081. 
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